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To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Sir, if you have leisure, it would be a grat- 


ification to me, and I think a number of 
your readers, to have you give an explana- | 
nation upon the following Text of Scripture, | 
in one of your future Advocates, and if giv- 
en in the form of a Sermon, it may in that 
way be an appropriate discourse to read in 
one of our little meetings ;_ which the friends 
of impartial trugh have commenced in my | 
neighborhood. . MIGA. | 
Niagara, Sept. 15tb§ 1824. 5 
St. John xviii. 28th. What is truth ? 
Revelation xxi. 8th. The fearful and un- | 
believing and the abominable and murder- ; 
ers and whoremongers and idolaters and | 
all liars shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone. 
St. John x. 9th, Tam the door: by me 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved, &c. 
and St. John xi. 25th, Jesus said unto her, 
IT am the resurrection and the life. 





the soud and spirit, and show the division 
(if any) that 1 may hereafter know: their 
several parts and readily define them. My 
idea on this subject is not a solitary one by 
thousands. But if as you have stated. it is 
so, It opens a spacious field, which in my 
former researches [ never have explored. 
MICA. 
Answer to Mica as to Soul and Spirit. 
Sin;—The idea of soul and spirit as com- 
municated in the Advocate for July 30th, 
is new to many read:rs. They fave, as 
you observe, been considered to be synon- 
ymous. I once was of that opinion, altiough 
I well recollect that that opinion was set- 
tled without sufficient examination. IL be- 
lieve it to be the case; that young persous 
are apt to embrace ideas without looking in- 
to the reason of their truth or error 5 they. 
receive them on the footing of the credit 
which they bestow on the piety and sincer- 
ity of their parents. ‘This, no doubt, is 








Since writing the above, I was reading | 
your Advoeate for July 30th, Vol. 2d, ; 
“Some remarks on future misery.” On 
the second page, fifth paragraph, [ find | 
these words, * The understanding of soul, 
body and spirit, which are all essential to: 
the being of man, are full in proof of this, 
point 3 for as the soud which is the animal; 
life of the body is extinguished at death, 
and the body becomes lifeless as any clay ; 
so it follows (as to soul and body) that their 
love and their hatred and their envy are 
now perished. Eccl. ix. 6.” By this it ap- 
pears that you consider man composed of 
those three parts, soul, body and spirit, 
making the soul an animal part with the 
hody. I must confess the idea is a new one. 
F always supposed soul and spirit to be sy- 
nonymous terms. Sheridan defines the 
substantive “soul” to be the immortal spi- 
rit of man. Ihave made no farther search, 
for am sensible that in all English Lexi- 
eons the result would be much the same. 
The bible definition I leave for you to 
make. Some remarks upon this subject 


well for the young, who are generally una- 
ble to investigate subjects for themselves : 
but it by no means, ought to deprive them 
of examining the same subjects when they 
have come to maturer age. When I read, 


|“thou fool this night thy soul shall be re- 


quired of thee,” what shall it profit a man 
if he should gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul? I concluded that the souk 
(in this and many other places) signified the 
immortal part of man: Its being lost and 
regained, | supposed, meant its doom to 


endless misery. But, Sir, I speak with: 


certainty when I say that soul, in the two 
texts mentioned, is life. It means no more 
than this, viz. theu fool this night thy life 
sha]! be required, &c. i. e. this night you shall 
die and leave your possessions: and in the 
other, what can it profit a man if he should 
gain the whole world and lose his own 
life? or what can a man give in exchange 
for his ife ? assuring us that the possession 
of the whole world would avail us naught if 
we must die and leave it. 

In the scripture, especially in the New 
Testament 3 mention is made of the natural 


would be highly gratifying to me, if itis to} or animal life of the body, of those things 
the exclusion of my other request. I hope} which are necessary to support the body, 





you will be explicit in your remarks upon 





Matt. vi. 26. The life of the body of Je- 
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sus Christ, and of those things which res- 
pect our doubt, hope, &c. Life in all thee 
particulars, is translated from psuche ; but 
eternal lite in heaven with the lite of grace, 
of faith, hope, &c. &c. is translated from 
Zve. ‘These two words are as different in 
their signification, as a life of glory is from 
the animal life of the body ; yet from the 
poverty of our language life w hether anim- 
al. vegetative or eternal is expressed by the 
same word. 
We read of the souls that went down in- 
to Egypt, (the lives or pers.ns is meant. ) 
The redemption of their soul is precious, 
and it ceaseth forever. xlix. Psalm, 8.— 
The meaning is, the redemption of their 
life is precious and never can a brother’s 
life be redeemed from death or a ransom 
given to God for it. When the time ol 
death is come no ransom that we can™ give 
can purchase a reprieve. 
Now, Sir, to be brief on this subject, let 
us consider man in his formation, before 
the breath of life was breathed into him.— 
His body was complete in all its parts: but 
it was dead, lifeless and insensible. W hat 
made it a living body, person or soul ? An- 
swer, the breath of life, which God breath. 
ed into it. It was the same air breathed 
into man to make him a living man or soul, 
which man and all men constantly inhale to 
preserve life. Thus the air which we in- 
hale and eject, or the air we breath is that 
by which we live, or are living persons 01 
souls. When our breath departeth, in that 
very day, nay in that moment our thoughts 
perish ; we no longer are living souls.— 
Now what is the life or soul of man? Ans. 
it is the air or breath. What is mortality 
in man? It is not the annihilation of any 
thing pertaining to man, but it is a separa. 
tion of the ingredients of which man is com- 
posed, or a cessation of their activity : so 
that each part is decomposed and returns to 
its own element. Thus I have spoken of 
the soul. iis 
What is the spirit? Ans.'It is an emana- 
tion from God, it is an immortal principle 
inspired or given by God as the source ‘of 
understanding and conscience. ‘There is 
a spirit in man and the inspiration of the 
Almighty giveth him understanding.”— 
Job xxxii. 8. This spirit is as different 


from the soul, as the sou! is from the body. 
We read that the dust, i. e. the body, shall 
return to the earth as it was ; and the spirit 
to God, who gave it. Ecel. xii. 7. Thus 
mortality in man is nothing more than the 
separation of the several ingredients, of 


ied 
to God, who is a spirit, the breath, to the 
air, the body, to the dust as it was. Noth. 
ing is annihilated by death: but each part 
returns to its original. 

‘Lhe creation and formation of man as 
two distinct operations, seems to be ay, 
auxiliary argument in support of our idea - 
but althongh that distinction is made ip 
Gen. i. and ii. and creation respects thc 
spirit, and formation, the body ; yet as it js 
impossible for us to understand the mode ot 
the existence of separate unembodied spirits, 
1 shail not insist upon this help. 

Soul and body are material ; the spirit 
is immaterial or a pure spirit. Yet it must 
be acknowledged that soul and spirit are 
sometimes spoken as though they were sy- 
nonymous 5 but this is owing more to the 
liberty, which the translators have taken in 
rendering the same originabi~ord sometimes 
soul apd at other times spirit, than from any 
ther consideration, 

Upon the whole, I think that body and 
soul are material in men, equally as they 
are in the beasts, and that in this respect 
there is no pre-eminence in man above the 
beast. Both go to one place, both are of 
the dust and both turn to dust again. Thus 
I have briefly answered your request; if 
any thing, in your mind, should yet be 
doubtful on this subject, I wish you to man- 
ifest the same without fear of being burthen- 
some in so dving. 

Your request published in the Advocate 
sometime since respecting the divinity of 
Jesus Christ, I have not answered, but will 
endeavor to answer it soon, together with 
an explanation of the texts in your present 
otter. 

If you are in doubt as to any text or sub- 
ject in divinity, we shall be happy to afford 
you what information we possess. 

REMARKS. 

The distinction between soul and spirit, 
as illustrated above, is necessary to be 
made in order that any explicit informa- 
tion may be given or received as to a future 
state. Nothing, in man, can survive the 
dissolution of the body, so as to have a con- 
scious existence either of pleasure or pain, 
except it be the spirit, because every thing 
material is transitory and subject to vanity. 
Now if it can be proved that soul and spir- 
it are one and the same, it must in the next 
place be ascertained whether that soul or 
spirit be material or immaterial. 1 ma- 
teria}, then they die with the body and so 
death is the end of man, at least till a res- 
urrection : but if it be contended that they 





which man is composed ;_ the spiri, returns 


are immaterial, then I ask why it is that 
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they are translated from two words, essen- 
tially different in the nature, which they ex- 
hibit and in their signification ? In 1 Thes. 


v. 23. The apostle exhibits the spirit, the 
soul and body in the same verse, where he 
says ; I pray God that your whole pneuma, 
kaie psuche kai to soma terethene amem- 
tos. Spirit and Soul and body be preserv- 
ed blameless 

Now, if soul and spirit were synonymous 
or meant the same thing, why are they 
from words in the Greek so different in sig- 
nification ? The whole of the New Testa- 
ment expresses pneuma for spirit, as well 
as to sema for body or psuche for soul.— 
Read the vth chapter of .1 Corinth. It is 
the pneuma, spirit, not the psuche, soul, 
that shall be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. 

It is on the principle of aspiit in man 
of an higher origin than the dust, that our 
expectation is built of existence in a separate 
state immediately afier the death of the 
body. We can account for many express- 
ions in scripture on no other ground; such 
as, “ to day shalt thou be with me in Para- 
dise.” | have a desire to depart and be 
with Christ which is far better,” &c. Nei- 
ther soul nor body are, immediately, admit- 
ted to this enjoyment. It isthe spirit, 
which returns to God who gave it. 

On the ground of this distinction, we 
learn that the system of materialism, or,that 
matter only belongs tv the composition of 
wan, must be erroneous. Many men of 
suse and erudition have fallen in with this 
idea. ‘They suppose that there is no con- 
sciousness in man from the time of his death 
to the resurrection of the body. But the 
opinion of all ages and nations, (which | 
consider quite an argutent) has been a- 
gainst such a supposition. Our reason, 
which, (in this particular) is, generally, de- 
cisive, is abundantly confirmed by revela- 
tion. 

We mean to be understood, that altho’ 
the material parts of the body, are insensi- 
ble and unconscious till the resurrection, 
yet not the spirit ; for that returns to God 
who gave it, to enjoy that delight, for 
which it was designed. 

Remark—God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living. 

Argument—If Abraham, Isaac and Ja- 
cob were dead (in the sense of materialists ) 
then God could not be their God : 

But God isthe God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob ; 

Therefore, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
are got dead, (in the above sense.) 


Consequentia est certa, i. e. the conse- 
quence is certain. 

The expressior, “ God shall be all in 
all’ is an additional argument in our fa- 
vor. God is in all at all times and places 
by his spirit, light and love. This always 
was the case, and from the unchangeable- 
ness of God,we argue that it always will be: 
but all men will not consider him their all 
till they see and feel his love. God’s love 
to us is first, and is unchangeable ;_ this 
makes him, in all; when we know and 
feel this love, we account him to be our all. 

Thus this spirit in man, is in every man, 
and is the inspiration of the Almighty, 
which giveth understanding ; 

And what more shall I say, for the time 
would fail me to illustrate and improve 
this important particular in the different 
ways and to answer the purposes of which 
itis capable-—Epiror. 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


CALVINISM UNDIASEKED. 
Or, Calvinistic principles of Justice, as 

attributed to God, for the foundation of 

His Covenant with Christ, relative to 

the Atonement for sin, and man’s re- 

demption from it, examined, and proved 
to be Unjust. : 
( Continued from page 316.) 

Having briefly examined the Calvinistic 
principles of justice, as attributable to God, 
for the foundation of His covenant with 
Christ, &c. we proceed now to consider 
the covenant which God the Father has 
made with Christ the Son. Tobe brief, we 
will simply state the fact, that all Calvinists, 
however they may vary in their phraseolo- 
gy, agree that God, before the fall of man, 
entered into a covenant with Christ, and 
stipulated to give him a part of mankind, 
asareward for his suffering, &c. which 
part they call the elect, the chosen few, 
and which number they affirm is so certain 
that it can neither be added to nor dimin- 
ished. God, say they, was pleased to pass 
by the remainder, &c. 

Where is the evidence of this covenant 
being made or entered into, at the dime sta- 
ted? Ans. The positive assertions of Cal- 
vinists ! They take this for granted, as u- 
sual! Where is the evidence that God ever 
made or entered into any covenant with 
Christ, as stated, for the salvation of a part 
and the exclusion ofthe residue? Ans. The 
positive assertions of Calvinists ; They take 





this for granted! Do the Scriptores any. 
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where speak of acovenant ? Yes. “Do the | robation, including the account which he 


Calvinists, when they speak of a covenant, 
use the language of the Scriptures? No/ 
What reason can be given for this? Ans. 
Pr.bably because the Scriptures contradict 
their views. Calvinists contend, that God 
secures the salvation of the elect, by his de- 
cree Do the Scriptures declare this ? No! 
As the Scriptures must decide, whether the 
Calvinist speaks the truth or falsehood, we 
wiil go to the Scriptures, and let the word 
of inspiration settle the matter. 

God’s covenant is spoken of in Isa, xlii. 
6,7, as follows—* I the Lord have called 
thee in righteousness, and will hold thine 
hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for 
a covenant of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to. bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, them that 
sit in darkness out of the prison house.”’— 
There is not a word said of giving “ Christ 
for a covenant of the elect, for a light of the 
elect.” But we do read of the non-elect 
Israelites, that the covenants (in the plural) 
and the promises (in the plural,) are tothem. 
Rom. ix. 14. * Whoare Israelites : to whom 
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and 
the covenants, and the giving of the law, 
and the service of God, and the promises.” 
Most assuredly if words have any meaning, 
these Israelites are to be the recipients of 
the blessings spoken of. And these Israel- 
ites are declared to be according to the 
flesh. 

In Psa. ii. 7, 8. I will declare the de- 
cree: [not John Calvin.] The Lord hath 
said unto me, Thou my Son; this day have 
Ibegotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give 
the heathen thy inheritanc¢, and the utter- 
most parts of the world thy possession.”— 
This reads very differently from the Calvin- 
ists account of the matter. There is not a 
word said of giving Christ the elect. It is 
passing strange, but it is true nevertheless, 
that many whocall themselves Christians 
prefer John Calvin’s decree to the Lord’s 
decree; and believe Calvin before the 
Lorp ! We can only say, such things are. 
Now it is as plain as words can make it, 
that the Lord’s decree gives to Christ the 
Heathen, and the uttermost parts of the 


‘has forged, of God’s decrees and covenant, 
The case plainly stated,is as follows— 
Calvinism teaches, that God entered into a 
covenant with his Son, Jesus Christ, to give 
him a part of mankind on condition he 
‘suffered the punishment due the elect. sin- 
ners, in their room and stead. The Scrip. 
tures declare, of Christ, that he is given not 
sold, not bargaied, contracted &c. a light 
or covenant of the Gentiles, the people — 
| Also, that the heathen, the uttermost parts 
of the earth, are given unto him, a_ posses. 
|sion, an inheritance. Not a word is said of 
his coming to suffer in man’s room and stead, 
to purchase the elect, according to any 
previously stipulated agreement 3; but that 
he came to do the willof God. Then the 
will of God always was, that Christ should 
have the heathen, the gentiles, the people, 
the uttermost parts of the earth. There. 
fore, he came to open their eyes, bring them 
out of the prison, &c. and make them fit 
subjects of the glory for which they were 
created. We shall only add, the trath shines 
so bright, that more words would be super- 

fluous. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





GENERAL CONVENTION. 

Agreeable to adjournment, the members 
composing the General Convention of U- 
niversalists, for the New-England States 
and others assembled at Strafford, Vt. on 
Tuesday evening, Sept. 14th, 18243 and 
after uniting with Br. Edward ‘Turner in 
thanksgiving and prayer, organized the 
Council as follows : 

1. Chose Br. Edvard Turner, Modera- 
tor. 

2 Chose Br. Flosea Ballou, Clerk. 

3 Chose Br. Sebastian Streeter, Assist- 
ant Clerk. 

4 Chose Brs. Hosea Ballou, Robert Bart- 
lett, and Sebastian Streeter, a Committee 
to receive applications for letters of fellow- 
ship, or for ordination ; to examine the can- 
didates, and report to the Convention dur- 
ing the present session. 

5 Received the credentials of delegates, 
and read letters from several Churches and 


earth. If Calvin’s decree proves strongest, | Societies. 


the Devil will have nine-tenths of them ! 
If Calvin be God serve him. But, if. the 
Lord be God serve Him. According to 
every conception we have, and every par- 
ticle of reason and common sense we _pos- 
sess, there cannot be a more palpable and 
wicked rejection of the revelation of God, 


6 Adjourned to Wednesday morning, 8 
o’clock.—Prayer by Br. T. Whittemore. 

7 Met agreeably to adjournment. Pray- 
er Br. D. Skinner. 

8 Order of the public service for Wed- 
nesday. 

Br. D. Skinner, the Introductory pray: 


er. 





than Calvin’s doctrine of election and. rep- | 
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Br. Thomas Whittemore, the Sermon, 

from i. Cor.ix. 16. For though I preach 
the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of, 
for necessity is laid upon me 3 yea, woe ts 
‘uato me if | preach not the Gospel. 

Couciuding prayer by Br. William Bell. 

9 ‘The Committee on Applications for 
Ordination, &c. reported in favor of ordain- 
ing Br. Eliphalet Case, jr. to the work of 
the Gospel Ministry, at large, which report 
being accepted, made the following arrange- 
ments for public service, on Wednesday, 
P. M. 

Br. Kittridge Haven, Introductory pray- 
er. 

Br. Sebastian Streeter, the Sermon. Text, 
ieph. ii. 8,9. Unto me who am less than 
tie least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I shuuld preach among the Gentiles, 
the unsearchable riches of Christ ; and to 
make all men see what is the fellowship of 
the mystery, which from the beginning of 
the world hath been hidin Ged, who creat- 
ed ali things by Jesus Christ. 

br. 1. Ballou, the Ordaining prayer. 

Br. E. Turner, the Charge, and delivery 
of the Scriptures. 

Br. R. Bartlett, the right hand of fellow- 
ship. 

Concluding prayer, by Br. Warren Skin- 
ner. 

10 By request of Br. E. Turner, voted 
to excuse him from further services as stand- 
ing Clerk of this Convention. 

11 Voted the thanks ofthe Convention 
to Br. E. Turner, for the faithfulness with 
which he has discharged the duties of his 
office as Standing Clerk. 

12 Chose Br. 1. Ballou, 2d, Standing 
Clerk of the Convention. 

13 Appointed Brs. R. Bartlett, John E. 
Palmer, and D. Skinner, a Committee to 
visit the Northern Association, to be holden 
at Whitehall, N. Y. on the first Wednesday 
and Thursday in October next. 

14 Appointed Brs. E. Turner, R. 
Streeter, and 8. Cobb, a Committee to visit 
the Eastern Association, to convene at 
Wayne, Me. on the first Wednesday ard 
Thursday in July next. 

15 Appointed Brs. R. Carrique, A. Kins- 
man,and S. R. Smith, a committee to visit 
the Western Association, to meet at Eaton’s 
Bush, on the first Wednesday and Thurs- 
dav in June next. 

16 Appointed Brs. Hosea Ballou, T. 
Whittemore, and S. Streeter, a Committee 
to visit the Southern Association, to assem- 
ble at Wilbraham, Mass. on the last Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in June next. 








17 Voted, that the N. Hampshire Uni- 
versal Association be received into the fel- 
lowship of this Convention. 

18 Voted to receive into fellowship with 
this Convention the Rockingham Associa- 
tion of Universalists. 

19 Appointed Brs. E. Smith, L. Willis, 
and D. Skinner, a Committee to visit the 
N. Hampshire Association, to convene at 
Hancock, N. H. on the 2d Wednesday and 
Thursday in June next. 

20 Appointed Brs. E. Turner, J. Wood, 
and T. Whittemore,a Committee to visit 
the Rockingham Association of Universal- 
ists at Notingham, N. H. on the first Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in Sept. 1825. 

21 The following Societies were respec- 
tively received into fellowship with the 
General Convention : The Society of Uni- 
versalists in Lempster, N. H. 5 the Society 
of Universalists in Springfield, N. H.; the 
Universalist Society in Waterford, Vt. and 
the Second Society of United Christian 
Friends in the city of N. Y. 

22 Adjourned to 8 o’clock Thursday 
A. M. 

23 Met agreeably to adjournment, and 
commenced the labors ofthe day in devout 
thanksgiving and prayer by Br. Micajah 
Coburn. 

24 The Committee on application for 
letters of fellowship. &c. reperted in favor 
of a letter to Br. Micajah Coburn, and the 
report was unanimously accepted. 

25 Heard the report of the Committees 
appointed at the last session of the Convea- 
tion to visit the different Associations. 

26 The following iesolve was unan- 
imously passed : Resolved, that in future, 
in all instances of difficulty existing between 
brethren in the Ministry, or between a 
Brother in the Ministry and a Church or 
Society in fellowship with the General Con- 
vention, it shall be the duty of such parties 
to settle their difference by a mutual Coun- 
cil chosen of such as are in fellowship with 
the Convention ; and should either party 
refuse to submit the case to such a council, 
the other shall have a right to choose an 
exparte council, and the decision will be fi- 
nal. 

27 Br. R. Streeter reported the dissolu- 
tion of his partoral relation to the Univer- 
salist Church and Society at Portsmouth, 
N. H. and his connectjon with the first 
Church and Society of Universalistsin the 
city of Boston. 

28 Order of public service, on Thurs- 
day, A. M, ' 

Br. S. Streeter, Introductory prayer. 
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Br. E. Turner, the Sermon, from 1 Cor. 
i. 21. For after that,in the wisdom of 
God, the world by wiedom knew not God, 
it pleased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe. Br. D. Skin- 
uer, the concluding prayer. 

29 Order of public Service on Thursday 
P. M. 

Introductory prayer, Br. E. Smith. 

Br. H. Ballou, the Sermon, from Matt. 
xxii. 30—40. Jesus said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment, And the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self. Onthese two commandments hang 
all the Law and the Prophets. Br. E. 
Case, jr. the concluding prayer. 

In addition to the regular services above 
mentioned, a discourse was delivered on 
Wednesday evening by Br. D Skinner, 
from James, i. 27 ; another by Br. E. Smith 
and at the lower village, from Acts xvi. 17; 
and others on Thursday evening, by Br. L. 
Willis, and Br. J. E. Palmer. 

30 Appointed Br. 5S. Streeter to pre- 
pare the Minutes of this Convention for the 
press, and to accompany the same with an 
appropriate Circular. 

31 Voted thatthe Minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of this Convention be published in 
the Universalist Magazine, and also in the 
respective periodical publications of our or- 
der. 

32 Having finished the business of the 
session, we united with Br. Hosea Ballou 
in devout thanks to God for the refreshing 
season enjoyed by our souls, and in fervent 
prayer for the repetition of like favors, and 
adjourned to meet again, at Hartland, Vt. 
er the third Wednesday of Sept. 1825. 

By order S. STREETER. 


For the Gospel Advocate. 


BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 

The © Boston Telegraph,” a Calvinistic 
print, saysa Mr. Sabine, of Boston, “ has 
proposed to deliver five or six lectures, in 
answer to Balfour’s work on Universalism 3” 
and the cautious Editor very gravely adds 
to the notice these words: “ We have our 
doubts whether much good is likely to re- 
sult from such a discussion, under such cir- 
cumstances.” Thissentence, reader, being 
interpreted runs thus: “ We fear that Mr. 
Sabine will not be able to confute the con- 
ten': of Mr. Balfour’s book, and therefore 


bors, will be lessened by the Lectures to pe 
given.” ‘This is the fair reading, as we see 
by putting the question, what does this Ed. 
itor call “ good?” Answer, belief in the 
endless damnation of our neighbors. I say 
neighbors, for who ever saw a believer in, 
and teacher of endless damnation, that sup- 
posed himself destined to suffer it ? No such 
man is there ; of course then, the punish. 
ment is for the hearers of those who preach 
its existence. 

The Boston writer has grossly blundered 
in the title of the book he mentions, for Mr. 
Balfour has published no book on Univer- 
salism. The title of the work is “ An. in- 
quiry into the scriptural import of | the 
werdsSHEOL, HADES, TARTARUS 
and GEHENNA, all translated HELL in 
our common English version.” By Wal- 
ter Balfour. This is the work which the 
editor of the * Boston Telegraph” calls a 
work on Universalism; and an examination 
of its contents he thinks not likely to result 
in much good. The manis partly right, 
no doubt, for he calls Calvinism * good,” 
and such examination will do that doctrine 
little good,” truly. ‘The fact of the case 
is, the believers in an endless hell, have al- 
ways honestly thought they could find such 
a place named in the bible, and Mr. Balfour 
has completely posed them, by shewing 
there is no such place spoken of inthe sa- 
cred volume. ‘This being discovered they 
cry out, one and all, “ let the book alone, 
it is a work on Universalism !” 

If these people have any regard for the 
well being of their fellow men, I would in- 
form them that they cannot do a_ greater 
service, in belief, than to show the errors 
of “ Balfour’s Inquiry.” Thousands now 
believe its contents, who would not, could 
they be shown that its positions are unscrip- 
tural. Where isthe cause of hesitation? 
There can be none, except it is found in 
the nature of the undertaking. 

PLAIN SENSE, 





Impeachment of God’s Character. 
Some people contend that Judas must be 
endlessly miserable, because our Saviour 
said, “ It had been good for that man if he 
had not been born.” They suppose 
our Lord here alluded to the natural birth 
of Judas, and infer therefore, that it would 
have been better for him if God had never 
given him any existence. This is directly 
accusing God of having done an act for one 
of his creatures by which he greatly injured 
him. As no one denies God’s infinite . 





we ar the hope we now have that endless 
famnation isin store for some of our neigh- 


knowledge, it is saying no less than this: 
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God knew if he gave Judas an existence, 
he would be inconceivably injured thereby, 
and yet be gave him an existence. He 
knew it would be good for Judas not to be 
born; but he did not choose the good and 
refuse the evil: hecreated him. Is not 
this a direct impeachment of God’s charac- 
ter? and a denial of the truth of the Holy 
Scriptures, which declare * The Lord is 
good to all?” The above hints are thrown 
out as a caution to those who interpret our 
Saviour’s words above quoted in the way 
which has been named. W. 
Univer. Magazine. 





The Inspired Pages.——“ The faithful 
and impartial record of the inspired pages, 
causes the earliest periods of time to roll 
back, for the instruction of these latter 
tines. In a moment we feel ourselves 
transported into-the garden of God, and 
hear his voice whispering amid the Trees 
of Paradise in the cool of the day. We 
accompany the patriarch from his country 
and his father’s house; we traverse with 
him, conducted with an invisible hand, the 
land, ‘in the length thereof, aud in the 
breadth thereof ;’? we rest wherever he 
pitches his tent ; we participate his domes- 
tic joys and sorrows ; and at length we fol 
low him to his long home, and see his body 
deposited in the grave, there to slumber un- 
til the time of the restitution of all things.” 
History snatches from the hand of time, all 
that is valuable and useful. By her magic 
pencil the departed visions of ancient days 
return, and the fathers pass and repass_ be- 
fore our eyes, that we may see, and admire, 
and imitate their excellencies ; that we may 
abhor and avoid their vices; that we pity 
and escape their weaknesses ; that our un- 
derstanding may be enlightened, our judg- 
ments established in the truth, and our 
minds conducted through the lowly and 
peaceful paths of religion to the eternal 
temple of God.” 





We hate some persons because we do 
uot know them; and we will not know 
them because we hate them. Those friend- 
ships that succeed to such aversions are 
usually firm, for those qualities must be 
sterling that could not only gain our hearts, 
but conquer their prejudices. But the mis- 
fortune is, that we carry these prejudices into 
things far more serious than our friendship. 
Thus, there are truths which some men 
despise, because they have not examined, 
and which they will not examine, because 
they despise. There is ene single instance 


oes 

on record, where this kind of prejudice was 

overcome by a miracle—but the age of mir- 
acles is past, while that of prejudice re- 
mains. 

—- 

The following curious article is copied from 
an eastern magazine, and isa caution to 
those who are willing to give, and a hint 
to those who are too ready to receive.— 
The influence that is practised in families 
directly and indirectly, supported by spe- 
cious imposture, has roused a spirit of in- 
quiry that will not be satisfied withouta 
full exposure of the whole subject. 


A SERMON UPON THE GOATS. 


“ And thou shalt have goats’ milk e- 
nough for thy food, for the food of thy 
houschold, and for the maintenance of thy 
maidens.”—Prov. xxvii. 27. 


From the days of Origen, (in the second 
century,) to the present, it has been fash- 
ionable to spiritualize the scriptures, and _ to 
teach men that they have a meaning be- 
sides whatis expressed. Many, to this day, 
think the scriptures have a double sense, 
what is said, and what is meant. A man 
who could find a spiritual meaning to Samp- 
son’s beehive, jaw-bone, and the tails of 
his three hundred foxes, connected with fire- 
brands, could doubtless find a spiritual 
meaning for our text. What could it be ? 
We will suppose it to be this :— 

1. The person addressed must mean a 
minister of modern times, to whom it is 
said, “* And thou shalt have goats’ milk e- 
nough,” &c. 

2. His household and maidens must sig- 
nify in the spiritual sense, his family and 
domestics. 

3. The goats must mean the non-elect, 
who were in the end to be eternally miser- 
able, after feeding the minister anc his fam- 
ily for life, according to Matt. xxv. &c. 

4 The goats’ milk, in the spiritual sense 
of the text, which is represented as abun- 
dant, must mean the generous and constant 
support, which these ministers, their chil- 
dren and servants, have received from the 
non-elect, or such as are declared to be of 
that number, who do so well for their own- 
ers here and who are to be treated so cruel- 
ly hereafter. 

We will allow that the three first propo- 
sitions are so plain, that they need no il- 
lustration, and proceed to prove the truth 
of the fourth particular ; “ Thou shalt have 
goats’ milk enough.” Tt is a fact beyend 
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all dispute, that those who are considered 
the unconverted, or non-elect, are generally 
dependent on for the support of such as 
have for years been considered ministers of 
the gospel. The meeting-houses are chiefly 
built with the money which belonged to 
such qs are denominated goats; and were 
it not for this part of the people, whata 
poor condition the sheep would be in! 

It is a curiosity the manner in which the 
goats’ milk is obtained. 

Money is wanted to make the person 
life-member of the Bible Society ;—the 
goats must be milked, and soon the ladies 
produce the money. A pious young man 
presents himself, as one called into the min- 
istry, but is not able to obtain an honorable 
education at Waterville, Providence or 
Cambridge. Mitk the goats is the next 
step 3; men, women, and children are called, 
and the help is stripped from them, and 
the pious young men have goats’ milk 
enough, 

Missionaries are needed among the hea- 
then in Vermont, Maine and Rhode Island. 
The goats are milked again, and the mis- 
sionaiies spreading their fame in all direc- 
tions. A brother clergyman is dismissed 
“because no man has hired him;” the 
goats are milked, and he is on a mission at 
twenty or fifty dollars per month. 

A mission is agreed onin Asia, and the 
goats are resorted to, who support the 
friends for twenty four years; at last all 
fails, and what next? Mr. Ward appears, 
and tells the owners of the goats, nothing 
can be done unless a college is built in A- 
sia, and some of the natives made ministers. 
The goats are called up, and ten thousand 
dollars are collected ; the goats are left to 
feed on the high hills, until another milking 
time returns, when their empty pails are 
again presented, to be replenished from the 
same source, 

These milking vessels are placed wher- 
ever the goats are likely to resort—as in the 
bureau, on the merchant’s counter, in the 
Museum—for this purpose, to milk out the 
abundance of these milch-kine. They have 
drawn from the goats, money, hats, 
shoes, stockings, shirts and gowns, sweet- 
meats, and other luxuries, with Missionary 

Jields, corn, potatoes, cabbages, pumpkins, 
&c. &e. 

All these things have been done, in addi- 
tion to stripping for watch-seals, and the 
estates of old bachelors and maids, when 
death shall put an end to their wants. 

According to modern pulpit doctrine, 








their milk, (so good for the elect.) witha 
portion with the devils and damned souls 
in eternal misery, where they shall see the 
“ very elect,” who are fed upon their milk, 
and by it nourished and prepared for glory 
everlasting. Bae) 


STANZAS. 


My mother, when I saw thee die, 
I wept no tear—I heav’ nu sigh ; 
But, mother dear, 

I wish’d to be 
Laid on thy bier 

Beside of thee. 


No more those accents shall Khear, 
Which once so sweetly met mine ear ; 
Life seems a void, 
Its charms are fled— 
Each hope’s destroy’d, 
For thou art dead. 
Yet, mother, near thy darksome tomb, 


The earliest flowers of spring shall blooms 
Affection’s hand 
Shali plant them there— 
Affection’s tears 
Shall keep them fair. 





QUERIES. 
Do you believe that God’s free grace 
Extends to all the human race? 
Do you believe that one can fall 
If favor’d with a special call ? 
Do you believe God does foreknow 
Whether we’re bound for bliss or wo? 
When coming from the maker’s hand 
Whether foreknown to fall or stand? 
If so, what freedom can there be 
For such to flee from misery ? 
If fore design’d that we should fall 
How can we e’er be sav’d at all? 
And if design’d with God to dwell 
How can we ever go to Hell? 
If God wills not that one should die 
Why are some lost eternally ? 
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these peor goats are to be rewarded for all | 


PRINTER. 
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